TEN YEARS IN FOR JUNIORS

We’re now approaching our 10th season of junior cricket at the Moonee Valley Cricket Club, and it’s time to reflect on the decade and what might lie ahead.

Young boys from those first years have moved through the junior ranks and now become established in senior cricket. There’s no doubt that the steady stream of players graduating from the juniors has played a major role in our Club having the numbers to field a record six senior teams in 2004/05.

A typical full junior career lasts for eight years – two seasons each in Under 10, 12, 14 and 16. And as the graduates from our first years have now left under-age ranks, so have many of the far-sighted parents who were instrumental in establishing our juniors in 1996.

Moonee Valley Cricket Club needs to generate more parental involvement. We are exceedingly grateful to some of our parents who stepped in at the last moment at the start of the season and took on a coaching role when we were short. We’re grateful to the young senior players who have coached our Under 10s.

And I can’t say enough about the parents – such as Steve Rawlinson, Bill Poole and Phill King – who have been long-term coaches as their children have progressed through the years at Moonee Valley.

But we need to get a wider involvement from more parents in the activities of our Club. The season’s fees from the junior players do not cover the costs of running the junior section. The admission fees on the presentation nights don’t cover the cost of the trophies.

We need to get more parents involved in running and actively supporting our Club, and attending our functions and fundraisers.

The surplus on our junior budget this year looks healthy enough, but if you factor out the grants we’ve received and the proceeds from our functions and fundraisers – and a lot of this support comes from the senior section of the Club – we’re running pretty close to the wind.

We need more parents to put their hands up and support our Club, either in volunteer jobs or by actively participating in our events.

Season 2004/05

Having looked at our past and our future, I now turn to the present – and the Club’s junior program in 2004/05 was again a success.

Our Under 14C team won the Premiership, our two Under 12 teams gave the flag a real shake, the Under 14 and Under 17 girls both contested finals, and the Under 16s and Under 14 D teams narrowly missed out.

We continue to unearth stars of the future in the Under 10s, who don’t play finals.

Congratulations to some of our boys who were rated the best in the competition – Chris Stafford (bowling) and Ryan Thorneycroft (wicketkeeping) in Under 14s, and Frankie Reitano (bowling) in Under 12s.

And our ex-junior Murray Walker, now a MVCC senior player, Under 10 coach and juniors umpire, was awarded the prestigious Terry Scott Medal as the NWCA Junior Umpire of the Year.

We had 114 juniors play cricket for Moonee Valley during the season, including 38 who played their first game with the Club.

In the week leading up the season’s start, our Under 14 numbers provided us too many players for one team, and not enough for a second. Brunswick Cricket Club was struggling for enough boys for one team.

The outcome was some rapid and fruitful negotiations between the two Clubs, and a joint team took to the park in time for Round 1 under the name of Moonee Valley-Brunswick.

With players and parents from both Clubs working together in co-operation, we had a good season. Now that the relationship has been forged, I’m sure that in future seasons both Moonee Valley and Brunswick will work together for the benefit of our boys and girls if we have issues with our numbers.

Our Club did a lot of preparatory work in the off-season on a project to lay a synthetic wicket at the Brunswick South West Primary School. This did not come to fruition in 2004/05 due to the spread of our teams. We were able to accommodate all our boys’ teams at Ormond Park, along with the joint team which played home games at Brunswick.

We also did not need to use our long-term Under 12 oval at Moonee Ponds Central School, although it was used a couple of times as a reserve ground.

However, we value our relationships with both Moonee Central and Brunswick South West, and will continue to work towards the betterment of their ovals.

Our Under 16s continue to be a major development squad for the seniors. Twelve of this season’s U16s played at least one game of senior cricket, and a further five from younger age groups also had a first taste of senior cricket.

Parents of players moving through junior ranks have taken the opportunity to play cricket with Moonee Valley, mainly in the two one-day teams. Eleven parents played one or more games.

Thanks

The junior section runs smoothly because of the dedication of our coaches, team managers and their support staff. The success of the junior section in the 2004/05 season was again a team effort, and it’s appropriate that I thank my colleagues on the junior committee for their support, ideas and hard work.

The junior section met its budget targets, and continues to pull its weight as part of the overall financial wellbeing of our Club. Our results are detailed elsewhere in this Annual Report.

Charlie Walker.

Junior Co-ordinator

